Jesus and the Justice of God
Justice defined

The Hebrew word Mishpat (v9wn) translates to ‘justice’ in English. Mishpat
encompasses fairness, equity, impartiality and giving people their rights. It appears over
200 times in the Hebrew Bible.

The Greek word dikaioouvn (dik-aio-su-ne) means both justice and righteousness in
English. Righteousness is when an individual’s life reflects the priorities of God. Biblical
justice is similar, but it is applied to society. Justice is when social relationships and
structures rightly reflect those same priorities of God.

A small selection of scripture

Follow justice and justice alone, so that you may live and possess the land the Lord
your God is giving you. Deuteronomy 16:20

Learn to do right; seek justice. Defend the oppressed. Take up the cause of the
fatherless; plead the case of the widow. Isaiah 1:17

This is what the Lord says: ‘Maintain justice and do what is right, for my salvation is
close at hand and my righteousness will soon be revealed.’ Isaiah 56:1

He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you? To
act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God. Micah 6:8

3"He said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your
soul, and with all your mind.” 38This is the greatest and first commandment. 3°And a
second is like it: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 9°0n these two
commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” (Matthew 22:37-40).

35for | was hungry and you gave me food, | was thirsty and you gave me something to
drink, | was a stranger and you welcomed me, 3¢l was naked and you gave me clothing,
| was sick and you took care of me, | was in prison and you visited me.” (Matthew
25:35-36

Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose

heart. ?He said, ‘In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had
respect for people. 3In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying,
“Grant me justice against my opponent.” “For a while he refused; but later he said to
himself, “Though | have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, %yet because this
widow keeps bothering me, | will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by
continually coming.”’ 8And the Lord said, ‘Listen to what the unjust judge says. "And will
not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay
long in helping them? 8| tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the
Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?’ (Luke 18:1-8)



Baptismal Vows and Justice

Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the
dignity of every human being?

People | will, with God's help.

Collects in the Book of Common Prayer Related to Justice

27. For Social Justice

Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every human heart [and
especially the hearts of the people of this land], that barriers which divide us may
crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease; that our divisions being healed, we
may live in justice and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

28. In Times of Conflict

O God, you have bound us together in a common life. Help us, in the midst of our
struggles for justice and truth, to confront one another without hatred or bitterness, and
to work together with mutual forbearance and respect; through Jesus Christ our

Lord. Amen.

21. For Social Justice

Almighty God, who hast created us in thine own image: Grant us grace fearlessly to
contend against evil and to make no peace with oppression; and, that we may
reverently use our freedom, help us to employ it in the maintenance of justice in our
communities and among the nations, to the glory of thy holy Name; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
for ever. Amen.



